
2020 GPISD AP/Advanced Academics Summer Reading Assignment:  
Tracking Your Thinking Over the Course of a Book Examples 

 
Tracking Your Thinking Over the Course of a Book Example: Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

 
These examples are meant as samples only to demonstrate the quality of response as described in the rubric for the assignment for all 
Advanced Academics English courses and AP English Literature. Please see the assignment directions and the details in the rubric for further 
clarification.   
 

Advanced Example 
 

Type of Entry Page/Chapter Text Evidence Thinking 

Craft Chapter 1 
Page 2 

They walked in single file down the path, and even in the open one stayed 
behind the other. Both were dressed in denim trousers and in denim coats with 
brass buttons. Both wore black, shapeless hats and both carried tight blanket 
bed rolls slung over their shoulders. 

The repetition of the word both indicates the characters’ 
similarities.  The descriptions of their clothes and how they 
walk in a line make me think they work together or are 
accustomed to traveling together; they each brought a bed 
roll so it might be a long trip. 

Craft Chapter 1  
Page 2 

The first man was small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp, 
strong features. Every part of him was defined: small, strong hands, slender 
arms, a thin and bony nose. Behind him walked his opposite, with large, pale 
eyes, with wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a 
little, the way a bear drags his paws. His arms did not swing at his sides but 
hung loosely. 
 

Now, the author shifts to contrasting descriptions of the two 
characters. Why are they presented as opposites? What is 
their relationship and how will it change over time?  
 
It is interesting how the big man is compared to an animal, 
and it may give insight into this man’s character. 

Craft Chapter 2 
Page 31 

When he had finished combing his hair he moved into the room, and he moved 
with a majesty only achieved by royalty and master craftsmen. He was a jerkline 
skinner, the prince of the ranch, capable of driving ten, sixteen, even twenty 
mules with a single line to the leaders.  
 

The author’s description of Slim shows that he is a man of 
authority, one who is respected because he is the best at 
what he does. Words like “majesty,” “royalty,” “master,” 
“prince,” and “capable” show that he is respected. 

Response Chapter 3 
Page 42 

He [Carlson] walked over with his heavy-legged stride and looked down at the 
dog. “Got no teeth,” he said. “He’s all stiff with rheumatism. He ain’t no good to 
you Candy. An’ he ain’t no good to himself. Why’n’t you shoot him Candy?”  
… 
Candy looked about unhappily.  “No,” he said softly. “No, I couldn’ do that. I had 
‘im too long.”    
 

The age of a dog seems like such a small detail, and I wonder 
why it’s included in such a long conversation.  Will it be 
brought up later? What will happen to the dog and the men? 
 

I feel sad thinking about shooting an old dog and agree with 
Candy’s response. I can feel the compassion Candy has for his 
dog.  Why did the author want me to feel compassion? 
 

Response Chapter 3 
Pages 59-60 

Lennie looked helplessly at George, and then he got up and tried to retreat. 
Curley was balanced and poised. He slashed at Lennie with his left and then 
smashed down his nose with a right. Lennie gave a cry of terror. Blood welled 
from his nose. “George,” he cried. “Make ‘um let me alone, George.” He backed 
until he was against the wall, and Curley followed, slugging him in the face. 
Lennie’s hands remained at his sides; he was too frightened to defend himself.  

With all of his size and strength, Lennie is not a fighter. 
Instead of reacting to Curley’s attacks, Lennie tries to get 
away and wants George to help him. I feel compassion for 
Lennie, and I wonder what will happen if he is pushed too 
far: Will George step in to help or will Lennie stand up for 
himself? 
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Proficient Example 
 

Type of Entry Page/Chapter Text Evidence Thinking 

Craft Chapter 1 
Page 2 

They walked in single file down the path, and even in the open one stayed 
behind the other. Both were dressed in denim trousers and in denim coats with 
brass buttons. Both wore black, shapeless hats and both carried tight blanket 
bed rolls slung over their shoulders. 

The repetition of the word both indicates the characters’ 
similarities.  They are dressed the same and carry the same 
things. It seems like they are going on a longer journey 
because they have bed rolls. 

Craft Chapter 1  
Page 2 

The first man was small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp, 
strong features. Every part of him was defined: small, strong hands, slender 
arms, a thin and bony nose. Behind him walked his opposite, with large, pale 
eyes, with wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a 
little, the way a bear drags his paws. His arms did not swing at his sides but 
hung loosely. 
 

The author’s descriptions of the two contrasting characters 
show that the men aren’t exactly alike, as I previously 
thought. What is their relationship is and how will it change 
over time? 

Craft Chapter 2 
Page 31 

When he had finished combing his hair he moved into the room, and he moved 
with a majesty only achieved by royalty and master craftsmen. He was a jerkline 
skinner, the prince of the ranch, capable of driving ten, sixteen, even twenty 
mules with a single line to the leaders.  
 

The author’s description of Slim shows that he is a man of 
authority, one who is respected because he is the best at 
what he does.  

Response Chapter 3 
Page 42 

He [Carlson] walked over with his heavy-legged stride and looked down at the 
dog. “Got no teeth,” he said. “He’s all stiff with rheumatism. He ain’t no good to 
you Candy. An’ he ain’t no good to himself. Why’n’t you shoot him Candy?”  
… 
Candy looked about unhappily.  “No,” he said softly. “No, I couldn’ do that. I had 
‘im too long.”     
 

The age of a dog seems unimportant, but there’s a long 
conversation about it, and I wonder why it is included.  I feel 
sad thinking about shooting an old dog and agree with 
Candy’s response. What will happen to the dog? 
 

Response Chapter 3 
Pages 59-60 

Lennie looked helplessly at George, and then he got up and tried to retreat. 
Curley was balanced and poised. He slashed at Lennie with his left and then 
smashed down his nose with a right. Lennie gave a cry of terror. Blood welled 
from his nose. “George,” he cried. “Make ‘um let me alone, George.” He backed 
until he was against the wall, and Curley followed, slugging him in the face. 
Lennie’s hands remained at his sides; he was too frightened to defend himself.  

Even though he is larger and stronger than other men, Lennie 
is not a fighter. I feel compassion for Lennie.  Instead of 
reacting to Curley’s attacks, Lennie tries to get away and 
wants George to help him.  
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Adequate Example 
 

Type of Entry Page/Chapter Text Evidence Thinking 

Craft Chapter 1 
Page 2 

They walked in single file down the path, and even in the open one stayed 
behind the other. Both were dressed in denim trousers and in denim coats with 
brass buttons. Both wore black, shapeless hats and both carried tight blanket 
bed rolls slung over their shoulders. 

The repetition of the word both indicates the characters’ 
similarities.   

Craft Chapter 1  
Page 2 

The first man was small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp, 
strong features. Every part of him was defined: small, strong hands, slender 
arms, a thin and bony nose. Behind him walked his opposite, with large, pale 
eyes, with wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a 
little, the way a bear drags his paws. His arms did not swing at his sides but 
hung loosely. 
 

 
It is interesting how the big man is compared to an animal.  
 

Craft Chapter 2 
Page 31 

When he had finished combing his hair he moved into the room, and he moved 
with a majesty only achieved by royalty and master craftsmen. He was a jerkline 
skinner, the prince of the ranch, capable of driving ten, sixteen, even twenty 
mules with a single line to the leaders.  
 

Slim is an important character and this shows that he is good 
at what he does.  

Response Chapter 3 
Page 42 

He [Carlson] walked over with his heavy-legged stride and looked down at the 
dog. “Got no teeth,” he said. “He’s all stiff with rheumatism. He ain’t no good to 
you Candy. An’ he ain’t no good to himself. Why’n’t you shoot him Candy?”  
… 
Candy looked about unhappily.  “No,” he said softly. “No, I couldn’ do that. I had 
‘im too long.”     
 

I feel sad thinking about an old dog and agree with Candy’s 
response. I wonder if they will let the dog live and why 
they’re even talking about it. 
 

Response Chapter 3 
Pages 59-60 

Lennie looked helplessly at George, and then he got up and tried to retreat. 
Curley was balanced and poised. He slashed at Lennie with his left and then 
smashed down his nose with a right. Lennie gave a cry of terror. Blood welled 
from his nose. “George,” he cried. “Make ‘um let me alone, George.” He backed 
until he was against the wall, and Curley followed, slugging him in the face. 
Lennie’s hands remained at his sides; he was too frightened to defend himself.  

Lennie doesn’t like to fight.  Instead of reacting to Curley’s 
attacks, Lennie tries to get away.  
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Inadequate Example 
 

Type of Entry Page/Chapter Text Evidence Thinking 

Craft Chapter 1 
Page 2 

They walked in single file down the path, and even in the open one stayed 
behind the other. Both were dressed in denim trousers and in denim coats with 
brass buttons. Both wore black, shapeless hats and both carried tight blanket 
bed rolls slung over their shoulders. 

The people are walking somewhere together. 

Craft Chapter 1  
Page 2 

The first man was small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp, 
strong features. Every part of him was defined: small, strong hands, slender 
arms, a thin and bony nose. Behind him walked his opposite, with large, pale 
eyes, with wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a 
little, the way a bear drags his paws. His arms did not swing at his sides but 
hung loosely. 
 

The big man is a bear. 
 

Craft Chapter 2 
Page 31 

When he had finished combing his hair he moved into the room, and he moved 
with a majesty only achieved by royalty and master craftsmen. He was a jerkline 
skinner, the prince of the ranch, capable of driving ten, sixteen, even twenty 
mules with a single line to the leaders.  
 

Slim works on a ranch. 

Response Chapter 3 
Page 42 

He [Carlson] walked over with his heavy-legged stride and looked down at the 
dog. “Got no teeth,” he said. “He’s all stiff with rheumatism. He ain’t no good to 
you Candy. An’ he ain’t no good to himself. Why’n’t you shoot him Candy?” 

This makes me sad. 

Response Chapter 3 
Pages 59-60 

Lennie looked helplessly at George, and then he got up and tried to retreat. 
Curley was balanced and poised. He slashed at Lennie with his left and then 
smashed down his nose with a right. Lennie gave a cry of terror. Blood welled 
from his nose. “George,” he cried. “Make ‘um let me alone, George.” He backed 
until he was against the wall, and Curley followed, slugging him in the face. 
Lennie’s hands remained at his sides; he was too frightened to defend himself.  

Lennie tries to get away.  
 
 
 

 


